
Conjuncture of crises 

• Energy crunch 

• Climate crunch 
• Economy crunch 

Regional perspective: 

• To reduce usage/dependence on energy 
• To regenerate economy for people 

What is the right scale? 

• Bioregional perspective – e.g. Mersey valley 

Criteria for selection of action proposals 

� Reduces carbon emissions 

� Builds on regional assets. 

� Keeps wealth in the region. 

� Meets the needs of local people. 

� Builds social solidarity / social capital / community / mutual aid. 

� Is feasible using proven or emergent technologies (material or 

social). 

� Is proportionate to the scale of the challenge –alone or with other 
proposals. 

1. Endogenous economic development based on a principle of 

subsidiarity, linked to a regional de-globalising strategy. 

2. Build up food security and other forms of shock-proofing. 

3. Rediscover and promote mutualism and cooperation. 

4. Invest in sustainable transport systems 

5. Stimulate a green economy. 

6. Safeguard and decarbonise energy supply. 

7. There is a critical role for government and local government 

which will have to lead and coordinate across the bioregion, 

something that cannot be left to ad hoc arrangements. 

8. The public sector more broadly has a major role to play, and 

an increasing one as the economy shrinks 

9. Policy alternatives need establishing for the region’s key 

unsustainable industries such as the airports, retail malls 

and those sectors dependent on the sale and servicing of 

private motorised transport. 
10. Promote, educate and build community solidarity. 
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Challenges 

• Policy versus praxis 

• Structural engagement at the 

bioregional level 

• Green Keynes (mitigated capitalism) 

versus Green Marx (sustainable feasible 

socialism) 

   

? 

Bioregional perspectives 



Bioregion 
The missing element from much current work on transition to a low energy economy.  A natural region, based on landforms and 
ecosystems rather than arbitrary political boundaries (although they do sometimes coincide).  Often bounded by hills and 
mountains, coasts, rivers or defined by river catchment systems.  A distinction is sometimes made between geo-regions and 
eco-regions but both are types of bioregion.  Bioregions of different scale are nested within one another and they also overlap. 
“Archaeology records a series of civilisations that rose and fell as they depleted their bioregional resource base.”  David 
Holmgren 
See http://greendealmanchester.wordpress.com/the-manchester-bioregion/ 
http://blog.permacultureglobalreport.com/2008/03/find-your-life-place.html  
Key texts:   Sale, K (1985)  Dwellers in the Land, San Francisco (USA):  Sierra Club.  
P. A. Kropotkin, Fields, factories, and workshops; or, Industry combined with agriculture and brain work with manual work (New, 
rev., and enl. ed.). New York and London,: Thomas Nelson & Sons, 1912 
 
“Because of the imperatives of reducing energy expenditure and (re)generating a real local economy it is at the regional level 
that transformative green strategies can make the most sense.  It is unsustainable to import our food and our sources of wealth 
from outside the region.  Some needs will have to be met from imports and trade but a principle of subsidiarity needs to be 
applied – only bring in those things that are both necessary and cannot be sourced or made locally.  Yet it is difficult to see how 
most needs could be met within a small local area.  It may therefore make most sense to think of the region as a “bioregion” – 
for example the area of the Mersey watershed, wherein there is potentially sufficient diversity of ecologies and natural resources 
– which will in turn have to be safeguarded and repaired to secure the sustenance for human settlement .  As the crises bite 
and radical actions take place, the present focus on the North West region, or the Northern Way, or the Manchester City Region 
will have to be supplanted by a focus on the bioregion which holds the keys to sustainable living under conditions of energy 
austerity. 
Our bioregion is diverse, with areas of urban sprawl, rich farmland in Cheshire and Lancashire, forest and woodland, heath and 
moorland, west -facing Pennine slopes, built-up estuary and coastal plain.  It contains many of the resources that we will need 
for regional self-sufficiency.  We need to get to know and understand it better. “ 

A Green Deal for the Manchester-Mersey Bioregion.  Manchester, 2009;  ISBN 978-1-4457-8342-0 
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RS 2010 RS 2010 RS 2010 RS 2010 –––– an alternative an alternative an alternative an alternative    visionvisionvisionvision::::    

The (soon to be abolished) North West Development Agency recently put out its 20 year draft Regional Strategy (RS 

2010). 

The overall vision continues with the model of competition within a global economy.  Here is an alternative version 

(new text underlined), based on the concept of the “bioregionally sustainable production of wellbeingbioregionally sustainable production of wellbeingbioregionally sustainable production of wellbeingbioregionally sustainable production of wellbeing” – and below I 

reproduce their original version. It is really important that those of us who believe in true sustainability are 

prepared to spell out how this concept is different from the make-believe sustainability of the conventional wisdom, 

exemplified in NWRDA’s draft document. 

The quality of life for the people of the Northwest will be excellent and the region will become more prosperous, The quality of life for the people of the Northwest will be excellent and the region will become more prosperous, The quality of life for the people of the Northwest will be excellent and the region will become more prosperous, The quality of life for the people of the Northwest will be excellent and the region will become more prosperous, 

more equitable and produce more equitable and produce more equitable and produce more equitable and produce far far far far less carbon: by 2030 it will be a better place to live, learn, work, visit and invest, less carbon: by 2030 it will be a better place to live, learn, work, visit and invest, less carbon: by 2030 it will be a better place to live, learn, work, visit and invest, less carbon: by 2030 it will be a better place to live, learn, work, visit and invest, 

and where:and where:and where:and where:  

• we are well on the way to a low-carbon economy and lifestyle, using our tidal, geothermal, wind, and biomass 

assets (but running down our nuclear industry) and achieving a quantum change in energy efficiency in all 

sectors, to contribute to energy security and with low carbon and resource efficient solutions embedded 

throughout our activities; 

• there are jobs for all in a closed loop economy with increased agricultural production, high levels of skill and 

knowledge, and the restoration of industrial production for necessary local use, with a mix of community, 

cooperative, private, governmental and corporate business models. 

• deprivation, especially child poverty, has been eradicated and with high levels of health and social well being, 

supported by strong and accountable, adequately funded public services; 

• people have a good choice of high-quality, affordable and low-carbon homes, well connected to sustainable 

transport and with high quality digital access for businesses and individuals; and 

• we are living within environmental limits and have enhanced our natural and built environments. 

• The region has built on the combined strengths and resources of all its areas. 
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• We have regenerated those areas and communities facing significant economic, environmental and social 

challenges and throughout the region we have mitigated the risk of economic and social collapse due to the 

accelerating global ecological crisis. 

• Our region has high human capital, measured through the cultural and social development of its people. 

• Diverse communities work and live together with high levels of social solidarity within and between them. 

• We have thriving towns and socially and economically sustainable rural communities. 

and here is their original:and here is their original:and here is their original:and here is their original:----    

“The quality of life for the p“The quality of life for the p“The quality of life for the p“The quality of life for the people of the Northwest will be excellent and the region will become more prosperous, eople of the Northwest will be excellent and the region will become more prosperous, eople of the Northwest will be excellent and the region will become more prosperous, eople of the Northwest will be excellent and the region will become more prosperous, 

more equitable and produce less carbon: by 2030 it will be a better place to live, learn, work, visit and invest, and more equitable and produce less carbon: by 2030 it will be a better place to live, learn, work, visit and invest, and more equitable and produce less carbon: by 2030 it will be a better place to live, learn, work, visit and invest, and more equitable and produce less carbon: by 2030 it will be a better place to live, learn, work, visit and invest, and 

where:where:where:where:  

• we are well on the way to a low-carbon economy and lifestyle, using our nuclear and other assets to 

contribute to energy security and with low carbon and resource efficient solutions embedded throughout our 

activities; 

• there are jobs for all in a highly productive, well-skilled, knowledge-based economy, attractive to private 

investment and internationally competitive; 

• deprivation, especially child poverty, has been eradicated and with high levels of health and social well being; 

• people have a good choice of high-quality, affordable and low-carbon homes, well connected to sustainable 

transport and with high quality digital access for businesses and individuals; and 

• we are living within environmental limits and have enhanced our natural and built environments. 

• The region has built on the combined strengths of Liverpool and Manchester as world class cities and Preston 

as a driver of economic growth. 

• We have regenerated those areas and communities facing significant economic, environmental and social 

challenges 

• Growth opportunities around Crewe, Chester, Warrington, Lancaster and Carlisle have been fully exploited. 

• We have thriving towns and socially and economically sustainable rural communities.” 


