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“The global economy is facing a ‘triple crunch’. It is a combination of a credit-fuelled
financial crisis, accelerating climate change and soaring energy prices underpinned
by an encroaching peak in oil production. These three overlapping events threaten to
develop into a perfect storm, the like of which has not been seen since the Great
Depression. To help prevent this from happening we are proposing a Green New

Deal.™
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! New Economics Foundation, A Green New Deal. Joined-up policies to solve the triple crunch of
the credit crisis, climate change and high oil prices: The first report of the Green New Deal Group,

2008. See )/+ % .34.#
% See note 1.

® See note 4 and the critique by Sean Thompson, now posted at various sites including
http://another-green-world.blogspot.com/2008/10/green-keynesianism-and-its-limits-by.html| and
http://liammacuaid.wordpress.com/2008/11/09/the-green-new-deal-sean-thompson/.

“See ) # , for an analysis of the present
crises that identifies the need for a more fundamental rebuild of the economy than the NEF authors.
® The level at which some of the most innovative work is focussing, see for example Hopkins, R.
(2008). The Transition Handbook: From Oil Dependency to Local resilience. Totnes: Green Books.
Also at http://www.appropedia.org/TTH:_Introduction and Lerch, D (2007) Post Carbon
Cities:Planning for energy and climate uncertainty. Sebastopol USA: Post carbon press (abridged
version on line at http://www.postcarboncities.net/).

® See the United Nations Environment Programme initiatives: A Global Green Deal and Towards a
Green Economy http://www.unep.org
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“Archaeology records a series of civilisations that rose and fell as they depleted
their bioregional resource base.”
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" It is now becoming ever clearer that previous predictions of global warming have underestimated
the non-linear effects, for example the positive feedback effects of the reduction of reflective polar
ice and the methane-releasing destruction of wetlands and tundra.

® Holmgren, D. (2008) Future Scenarios: Mapping the cultural implications of peak oil and climate

change. http://www.futurescenarios.org/ or contact publisher at http://tinyurl.com/d7yd4v

° The Northwest Regional Development Agency http://www.englandsnorthwest.com/invest/travel-
and-infrastructure.html

107 concept developed in some detail at the beginning of the 20" century by P. A. Kropotkin, Fields,
factories, and workshops; or, Industry combined with agriculture and brain work with manual work
(New, rev., and enl. ed.). New York and London,: Thomas Nelson & Sons, 1912, although he did
not use this term. There will of course still be relationships with other parts of the world. These will
involve necessary trade, sharing of knowledge and solidarity. Moreover in our relatively fortunate
situation we have an ongoing responsibility to some producers as a result of the distortion of
agriculture and other production over the years of colonial and postcolonial domination — thus
Windward Island bananas might still be imported (by hi-tech sailing ship?) while aid is given to
enable that bioregion to endogenously develop in its own right.
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™ The concept of bioregion has been used widely in permaculture. Bill Mollison (Permaculture: A
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The Manchester-Mersey Bioregion

designer's manual. Tyalgum, NSW: Tagari, 1988) defines it in terms of populations of from 7,000 to
40,000 — considerably smaller than that of the urban-centred region considered here but other
writers have used to refer to regions with populations of several million.

2 There is brief summary of the main features of the bioregion from the Environment Agency
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/33192.aspx
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'3 The term is being used in Venezuela to describe local economic development supported by State
aid.

14 Already it has embraced the idea of sustainability (see http://www.nwregionalstrateqy.com/) but
this needs to become a fundamental principle, conditioning and indeed limiting its other emphases
(e.g. economic growth and competition in a global marketplace).

' The fuel price campaign in 2000 had an almost immediate impact on food availability, see Nine
Meals from Anarchy: Oil dependence, climate change and the transition to resilience, NEF, 2008,
http://tinyurl.com/6j72rz

!® To include toxicity assessments in former industrial areas.




Vegetable production within the Manchester

conurbation: Glebelands, Sale.

# 19
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' See http://globalpublicmedia.com/articles/657 for the example of Cuba which has already faced
and survived an energy crunch.

'® Combination of training and development of appropriate and productive methods.
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!9 And possibly add in the whitening of roofs at the same time see
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/jan/16/white-paint-carbon-emissions-climate
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% The 2009 NEF report: “Green Well Fair: Three economies for social justice” is silent on this issue.

! The Local Government Association has called for more powers for councils to do just this — see
http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/aio/1509491.

22 http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/oct/02/localgovernment.creditcrunch
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Cycle hire scheme, Paris

238 Already happening - see http://www.publicservice.co.uk/news_story.asp?id=7878 on the Essex
bank.

** However, it is important to avoid the illusion that microcredit alone is sufficient to guarantee a
sufficient level of justice and development — for this reason we also stress the role of local
government.

?® http://post.cwu.org/page/s/postbank

% And keep them to the ethical task — they tried to interest me in a £2k loan today when | phoned
with an enquiry about my account!
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%" Product contraflows (our term) take at least two forms. 1) Products (e.g. non-speciality cheese)
are produced in area A and sold in area B while identical or equivalent products are produced in
area B and sold in area A. 2) A product (e.g. milk) is produced in area A, processed in area B nad
then taken back to area A for sale and consumption. For some shocking examples see the NEF
Interdependence Report at http://tinyurl.com/dkcm7s .

%8 See the example of the Vauban district in Freiburg, Germany:
http://www.vauban.de/info/abstract.html

11

in Manchester.!
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% hitp://www.pepesecenergyplanning.eu/archives/79 This is an example of a public intervention (by
GMPTE) in a market system of energy supply, using the power of the public sector procurement to
address market failure within the parameters of a system of competing suppliers.

% The use of draught animals for agriculture and for public transport in small towns and cities was
one of a number of steps Cuba took when it had to deal with its politically created peak oil crisis in
the early 1990s. Luckily for them oxen were still used for ploughing on steep gradients and small
fields in western Cuba and in flat small towns like Cardenas horse buses had persisted in use.
There was therefore a nucleus that could be used as a basis for reintroduction and for the
necessary training in these methods.

12



Older near zero carbon forms of

Manchester and Holguin, Cuba.
transport might have to return
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3L An outline of the case for a ‘green’ stimulus http://tinyurl.com/dlisix The authors include Nicolas
Stern who carried out the government’s review of climate change and economy.

32 http://www.urbed.coop/journals _show.php?j id=76
B http://www.urbed.coop/journals _show.php?j id=77
% http://www.nwda.co.uk/what-we-do/policy-and-strategy/northern-way.aspx
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% Demand for and price of timber will soar with oil scarcity and cost.

®ie. energy descent planning.

%" The Tradable Energy Quota approach is not discussed here since this would require national
level legislation. However bodies in the bioregion could lobby for it.

% In Denmark 60% of space heating is now provided via district heating — mostly as a result of
retrofit. See Community Energy, Urban Planning for a Low Carbon Future. Manchester: URBED,
TCPA and CHPA, 2008. http://www.urbed.coop/journals show.php?j id=134

¥ The Mersey has the second highest tidal range in the UK — 10m.

14
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9 The Jean Pain method is a neglected yet promising technology, inherently linked to forest
stewardship and soil repair http://www.permacultureactivist.net/PeterBane/Jean Pain.html and
http://www.appropedia.org/Jean_Pain_system.

“In Action Today to Protect Tomorrow: The Mayor's Climate Change Action Plan.
http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/environment/climate-change/ccap/

“2 Britain’s energy coast: a Masterplan for West Cumbria — executive summary. NWDA 2007.
http://www.nwda.co.uk/pdf/WCSM_Summary(Final)%20(2).pdf

“3 Given the density of water and the reliability of the tides this is a particularly promising technology
and it does not necessarily have to involve barrages (see the new Strangford Lough scheme in
County Down for example
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2008/jul/17/waveandtidalpower.renewableenergy ).

* The NWDA paper (http://www.nwda.co.uk/publications/infrastructure/britains-energy-coast.aspx)
is only concerned with the East Cumbrian coast — outside the Manchester-Mersey bioregion, but a
significant investment in large scale renewables there and on the Lancashire coast would be very
significant for the Manchester-Mersey bioregion.

“5 Zero Carbon Britain. An alternative energy strategy http://www.zerocarbonbritain.com/

8 http://tinyurl.com/d5gmxt

15
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" Mirage and Oasis: Energy choices in an age of global warming, NEF, 2005,
http://tinyurl.com/52j4rc

“*® See Harper, P. Clean Slate, no. 71, Spring 2009.

49 www.greenhomesconcierge.co.uk
% Probably in combination with vehicle to grid storage — under trial in Bornholm, Denmark.

The Goyt valley with the Erwood and Fernilee

reservoirs, potential storage but in a n area yet

to begin the harvesting of wind.
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* see note 38.

%2 See TUC report: Unlocking Green Enterprise
http://www.tuc.org.uk/touchstone/unlocking/unlockinggreenenterprise.pdf

%% While bottom up approaches are integral to endogenous and sustainable development, alone
they do not amount to a strategy for transformation which will require top-down coordination of
strategy and resource re-allocation.

** Saving Carbon, Improving Health: NHS Carbon Reduction Strategy for England.
http://www.sdu.nhs.uk/page.php?area_id=2
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%% Again the much maligned Cuban State has shown how this can be done with its large scale
downsizing of the sugar production and refining industry.

*® See note 18
. AQM 1 4 3 +L -
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%8 The very term ‘consume’ suggests using something once, so destroying it.
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"In the early 1990s we were desperate to find practical alternatives to large-scale
food production. It was urgent. We found and developed vacant municipal lots for
organic agriculture. This was the start of our urban farming experiment. It was
based upon need and it found resonance amongst residents. lll-fated are cities that
do not include urban plots in their agendas.” — Conrado Martinez, Mayor of the City
of Havana, 1999

Cuban permaculturalist, Roberto Pérez shares lessons
from Cuba’s work on furban food security with a

Machester audience, September, 2008.
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* The emphasis here on Capital and its inexorable expansion is perhaps a corrective against some
analyses that see the problem as residing in the market model per se. Our position is that
coordination by markets has its place (great for barber shops and restaurants, for example) as does
coordination by the State and by associations (such as co-operatives and communities). While
market failure is an explanation for some aspects of the current triple crisis, our analysis suggests
that the problem is more fundamental. Indeed some market tools will be invaluable in combating
climate change and peak energy.

% This analysis is broadly a green Marxist one. However we have to acknowledge that while the
insights of Marx and contemporary Marxist scholars are a rich resource for analysis of the system
as it is and as it has developed, they offer less help with defining a future sustainable, non-exploitive
social and economic system. For that urgent task it is necessary to draw on a wider set of ideas.

®1 Capital (with a capital ‘C’) refers here to a cohesive subsystem in society comprised of both
capital in economic terms and the actions, strategy, ideology of those who work to increase the
accumulation of capital — its production and reproduction and expansion. These people were
initially the classical industrial capitalists of the 19" Century, but over the last 100 years the function
has been to greater or lesser extent become systemic in nature, with the development of
professions such as accountancy and the establishment of bodies such as pension funds and
corporate bonds that function objectively as the capitalist.
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%2 This idea comes from JM Alier La crisis econémica, vista desde la economia ecoldgica.
http://www.ecoportal.net/content/view/full/82771/://

® Distinctions made here are relative. The finance economy is also real in the sense that it is a
material construction — the distinction is that the economy of production deals with physically
material things rather than abstract entities. However, as Marx showed, the concepts that every
day structure this real economy also have an abstract and ideological quality.
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® WWF Living Planet Report, 2008.
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http://greendealmanchester.wordpress.com/

Email: contactgdm@googlemail.com
version 4.4, August 2009
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